Curriculum from the Academy of Achievement Website

The Road to Civil Rights Lesson Plan
Attention Educator:

This Lesson Plan Guide will help you administer the “The Road to Civil Rights” lesson to your
students. We recommend that you read this guide and navigate through the interactive
elearning lesson titled “The Road to Civil Rights” before presenting it to your students.

Using this lesson
- This lesson can be accessed by your students directly from the Academy of Achievement
website (www.achievement.org), or can be downloaded for use on Blackboard or
Moodle.
- If using the module online, be sure to have your students print the results of each

activity to hand in. If using Blackboard or Moodle, the results will be compiled for you.

- The lesson should take approximately three hours to complete. Students can work
individually, in pairs, or as a group.

- The lesson is appropriate for use with students in grades 7 through 11.

- The lesson is appropriate for use in History, Civics, and English classes.

- The version number for this module is 1.1. Updated versions are made available on the
Academy of Achievement (www.achievement.org) website.



http://www.achievement.org/
http://www.achievement.org/

About the lesson

This lesson is broken into three sections. Students will learn about six significant contributors to the civil
rights movement, the history of segregation, and the major events of the civil rights movement. The
lesson provides information, quizzes, essays, and videos to reinforce learning. Below is a review of the
main design of the lesson, which follows the standard backward-design process.

Opening SKill Level Assessment
In the screen that follows, students are prompted to discuss and write about what they already know
about civil rights.

The Road to Civil Rights

Before we get started, think about the civil rights movement. Who comes to mind?
What are the most significant events of the civil rights movement, in your opinion?
Enter your thoughts below.
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Theme and Concept Deliverables
The bulk of the lesson is comprised of these deliverables. They are:

- Biographies — This section presents the six people from the Academy collection that played a
significant role in the civil rights movement. Students are able to learn a brief biography of each
person and hear each person speak.

- Segregation — This section helps the student understand what living through a time of
segregation was like and provides a brief history of how segregation came about.

- Civil rights timeline — This section comprises the bulk of the lesson and presents each historical
event in timeline format. Students are given a history on the event and watch key contributors
talk about each event.



The Road to Civil Rights
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» 1954 - Brown vs. Board of Education

“...it was decided that they would

not ride the buses anymore until

changes for the better were made.”
- Rosa Parks
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Method for Demonstrating Student Understanding - Formative
The Tic Tac Toe game solidifies the base of knowledge gained in the biography section. This ensures that
the students are aware of who the key contributors to the civil rights movement are before moving to

the timeline section.

The Road to Civil Rights
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Method for Demonstrating Student Understanding - Summative

The Quiz below follows the timeline section of the lesson and is used to test the student’s knowledge of
the information presented throughout the entire lesson. Students have the ability to print the results of
this quiz for submission. They can also review the quiz results and retake the quiz.

The Road to Civil Rights

What unfair practices did the Voting Rights Act deem unlawful?
(Check all that apply)

Soliciting constitute votes in front of the polling center
Long lines at the polls

Administering literacy tests to registering voters
regation
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Standards Based Essential Skills and Concepts
This lesson incorporates the following Standards of Learning (SOL):

- Critical Thinking and Listening

- Brainstorming

- Essay writing

- Information Acquisition and Assimilation
- Vocabulary



Reflection of Skills and Knowledge Acquired
The final two essays of the lesson, show below, allows students to reflect on the concepts presented in
the lesson and encourages them to use the vocabulary and concepts learned. The results of this and all

essay questions can be printed and submitted.

The Road to Civil Rights

Non-violence was the cornerstone to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s philosophy. Do you
think it was the most effective approach? Could another way have been more
effective? How could the method of non-violence be used to combat a current
injustice or issue?

Timeline
f Education

SUEMIT

Great strides may have been made toward equality in the 1950's and 1960's, but
inequalities still exist today for minorities. In groups, make a list of minority groups
you believe are treated unequally. Discuss how these inequalities may effect you or
someone you know. Come up with some simple ways that students like yourself can

combat inequality.

SUBMIT




About the Academy of Achievement

The Academy of Achievement is a non-profit organization dedicated to making the greatest thinkers and
achievers of our age accessible to students. The lessons available on its site are free for use by
educators. We encourage and appreciate any feedback on how you have used these materials. Please
send an email to curriculum@achievement.org
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